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The connecting salvation with the perfor- 
mance of certain duties, has given occasion to 
represent this transaction as a covenant between 
God and man. The Scriptures call it a cove- 
nant, the terms of which God has dictated to 
man, and when complied with by man, has 
bound himself to bestow the promised blessing. 
But in case the terms are not complied with, he 
is under no obligation. These terms, with the 
general consent of Christians, I call conditions, 


because they are such in fact. The. word Tes- 
tament is used to express the same transaction ; 
not to intimate that eternal salvation is the abso- 


formance of certain actions of our’s, which ac- 
fions were also enjoined by the ‘Testator.— 
‘These actions, thus enjoined, | call conditions. 
Now it only remains to be shown that salva- 
tion, or eternal life, is a covenant blessing, and 
that it is connected with the performance of 
certains actions or duties by us, and my point is 
gained. For it is most evident that if eternal 
life is offered to us upon conditions, or is con- 
nected with the performance of certain actions, 
and these actions are not performed by us, we | 
do not obtain eternal life, but incur the penalty 
of. disobedience. This I shall shew to be the 
true state of the case in the progress of this. 
Jetter. Your attention is invited to the follow-| 
ing questions :—Whether God will bestow eter-| 
nal life upon mankind in a way that will allow | 
, them to sin with impunity, or in a way the most 
likely to show them the evil of sin, and lead 
them to the practice of holiness ?—Whether ho- 
liness is not an indispensible prerequisite to the | 
-enjoyment of eternal life; and finally, whether | 
holiness, moral holiness, is infused into man, 
without his desire, study, effort, and perseve- 
vance in a religions course ? 
hat holiness is a condition of salvation, and; 
required of man, might be inferred from the 
endowments of his mind, and from the talents 
~-avhich we know. God has committed to him. He, 
is formed for immortality, and endowed with | 
understanding, wil! and affections—capable of 
knowing, loving and serving his God, and _pro- 
vided with the means of knowledge and grace. 
In particular, he possesses liberty of will and the 
power of choice: and therefore he isa moral 
agent. and accountable fer his conduct, and may 
reasonably be rewarded or punished according 
to his deeds. {know that the doctrine of free- 
agency looks with a frowning aspect upon Uni-| 
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» ~ lwe gift of God, but.as connected with the per-} 


| say you believe in salvation by grace. 
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There is certainly a very great difference in 
While some are 


desires, affeciions, dispositions, and lives to the 
divine mind, and hence are heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ; others are the children 
of the devil by the assimilation of their desires, 
affections, dispositions and lives, to the nature 
and will of that enemy.of God and man, and are 
condemned by the law of God, vessels of wrath, 
and heirs of everlasting punishment, Now.who 
has made this difference in the characters of 
these two classes of men? They have made tt 
themselves. It cannot be the effect of any extrin- 
sic cause whatever; and therefore they are 
justly accountable to God for it. To say other- 
wise would be to represent God as the author of 
their sin, or at least as indifferent to sin and ho- 
liness. 

With these different moral characters in men, 
stand connected eternal life and eternal death. 
It wlll not be disputed that eternal life is ¢on- 
nected with the character of the righteous.— 
And why should it be disputed any more, that 
eternal death is connected with the character of 
the wicked? They hare not performed, but wan- 
tonly violated the conditions of the covenart; 
which, God hath said, if a man do, he shall die 
eternally, be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and the glory 


of his power. And isnot this just? It surely is. For | 


they have violated the conditions of eternal fife, 
have trampled upon the authority of the /Su- 
preme Lawgiver, have rejected the infinite God, 
the everlasting Jehovah. Here then they must 
remain under coudemnation, exposed to eternal 
damnation, till they comply with the conditions 
of the covenant of grace. And it will not be 


found in the power of my verbose antagonist, nor | 


of all the Universalists in the world, to show 
to the contrary by one clear and express pas- 
sage of Scripture. Will you undertake to show, 
sir, that a man can violate the conditions of eter- 
nal life, and yet be an heir of eternal life? Can 
a man forfeit his life and yet have a claim 
to life? Or will you say that no man ever 
yet ferfeited his claim to eternal life—that all 


he ever forfeited was his natural life with some | 


portion of its comforts and blessings? But have 
you considered the consequence involved in this? 
If a man has not forfeited his claim, then eter- 
nal life is the award of justice, and he is not in- 
debted to grace or mercy for it. No man will 
ever receive as a favor, that to which he has.a 
claim in justice. 
vation on the ground of grace, when he tell us 


eternal life is the gift of God through Jesus Christ | 


I know you 
IL know 
also, that the rankest Socinian will say the same, 


our Lord. Ye are saved by grace. 


that if he is ever saved it must be as a guilty 
condemned sinner, receiving pardon and eternal 

vation from the hand of mercy? Unless you 
beligve this you do not believe the gospel, you 
do not believe in salvation by grace ; fe ges 
admit this, you admit that he has forfeited his 
claim to eternal life, and stands exposed to eter- 
nal death, till he performs the conditions of sal- 
vation, is pardoned and restored to the divine 
favor. That this is the truth of the fact will ap- 
pear from the following considerations which 
show not only that salvation is conditional, but 
that man remains under condemnation till he 
performs these conditions. 


tures give us this view of it. If God has con- 
nected salvation with faith, or believing—if he 
‘that believes is saved, and he that believes not 
is condemned, then faith is a condition of salva- 
tion. God has connected salvation with faith or 
believing. ‘The gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth ; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Kom. i. 16, 
‘For unto us was the gospel preached as well 
as unto them; but the word preached did not 


profit them, not being mixed with faith in them. 


that heard it.” Heb. iv. 2. We may remark 
here, 4st. That-either of these passages taken 
alone, and much more both taken together, 
prove that faith is the condition of salvation.— 
2d. That the latter is proof in point that the 


3. That the Apostle admonishes the Christians, 
“lest a promise being left them of entering intohis 
rest,any of them should seem to come short of it,” 
after the example of these unbelieving Israelites, 
“Ye are all the children of God by faith”— 
“Sayed by grace through faith”-—*Thy faith 
hath saved thee”——“The just shall live by faith” 
—‘‘justified by faith,” &c. In all these passa- 
ges, and a multitude of others,—salvation is noi 
only connected with faith, but is so dependent 
upon it, that without faith there is no salvation. 
The phrases, “by faith,” and “through faith,” 
show that faith is the medium of salvation, and 
the medium must be before that which is 
through it. , 

Our Lord’s commission to his disciples ought 
to be allowed to settle this question forever,— 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pél toeverycreature. He that believeth—shall 
be saved; but he that. believeth not shall be 
damned.”” Mark xvi. 15,16. ‘‘He that beliey- 
}eth on him is not condemned : but he that be- 


But the apostle places our Sal-, 


lieveth not is condemned already ; because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only be- 
‘gotten Son of God.”—*He that believeth on the 
‘Son hath everlasting life: he that believeth 


inot the Son shall not see life: but the wrath of 


God abideth on him.” John iii. 18, 36. These 
/ passages are too plain, solemn and important to 
admit of avy light criticism, or cavil; and he 
‘that does this, does it at the peril of his soul._— 
To see the importance of faith in this case we 
imust observe that all mankind by the law are 
'sinners—that the gospel is God’s merciful met! 
od of saving sinners, and that faith is thy 


1. Faith is a condition of salvation. The Scrip- 


cundition has failed,-—“they were not profited.” ~ 
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. con of salvation. He that be-| Jesus, shall be revealed from heaven with his 
preg a rist, and with him pardon and, mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking yengeance 
eternal life: He enters into the covenant which | on them thal koow not God, and that obey not 
God bath given, and performs the conditions of | the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be 
it, by which he obtains eternal life. But he | punished with everlasting destruction from the 
that believes not, enters not into the covenant, presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
and of course receives not any of its benefits,| power.” 2 Thes. 1. 1—9. 
but remains in his sins, under the sentence of | To conclude this article. It would be suffi- 
the law, exposed to all its penalties. ‘T'his ena-| cient to show that by apostacy men loose salva- 
bles us to understand the meaning and force of | tion and forfeit their title toetersal life. “The 
the Apostle’s words, “How shall we escape if we soul that sinneth it shall die.’ —*When the righ- 
neglect so great salvation!” Jesus Christ came | teous turneth away from his righteousness,” 
into the world to save mankind from eternal] &c. all bis righteousness that he hath done shall 
misery, to which they were exposed by their} not be mentioned in his tresspass that he hath 
sins. ‘his salvation is not absolute, but condi-| trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, 
tional; if therefore they neglect the condition, | in thém shall die.” Ezek. xviii. “When I say 
they remain exposed to all that misery from} to the righteous, that he shall surely live ; if he 
‘which he came to save them, and there is no|trast in his own righteousness, and commit ini- 
way of escape. quity, all his righteousness shall not be remem- 

2. Faith may be considered as a generic term,| bered; but for the iniquity that he hath com- 
including whatever is implied in previous repen-| mitted he shall die for it.” Ezek XXxiil. 15. —- 
tance and subsequent obedience. Repentance isa| The life promised to the righteous in these 
condition of salyation,& so is considered through-| passages cannot be the life of the body, because 
out the Bible. That eternal life is connected| the righteons die a natural death as well as the 
with repentance, and so connected with it asnot} wicked: but it is eternal life, promised to the 
to be obtained without it,is manifest ‘*Repent| righteous upon condition of his persevering in 
ye for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”—Re-| well doing; but he, not persevering, shall loose 
pent, “for the remission of sins”—‘*God com-| both his righteousness and life—she shall die in 
mandeth all men every were to repent”—*Re-| his sin, and die for his sin. This is that second 
‘pent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, death which is the future punishment of the 
and will fight against them with the sword of) wicked. St. Paul describes these apostates, and 
my mouth”—“Johw did-- preach the baptism of| adds, “It is impossible to renew them again to 
mmepeaianee er the remission of sins”’—‘tGodly | repentance,” and says, “there remaineth no 
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation” —“Af-| mare sacrifice for sin, but a certain fearful 
_ter thy hard and impenitent heart, treasurest up!looking for of judgment and fiery indignation 
unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and|which shall devour the adversaries. He that 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God.”— | despised Moses’ law died without mercy uoder 
“*"Purn ye, turo ye; for why will ye die.”—|two or three witnesses ; of how much sorer pun- 
‘These passages show that repentance is a condi-| islyment,—sorer thau death without mercy !— 
of salvation. A hard and impenitent heart is|suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 
connected with wrath--repentance brings with|hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
it the forgiveness of sins and the favor of God.|counted the blood of the covenant wherewith 
Repentance is therefore a condition of salvation. | he was sanctified an uvholy thing, and hath done 
Lam aware that it has been said, repentance is| despite unto the spirit of grace? For we know 
one of the blessings included in the covenant of|him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto 
redemption between the Father and the Son,|me, I will recompense saith the Lord.” Heb. vi. 
and is the absolute gift of God. But it is sufficient |6,and x. 26—30v. 
to say, that repentance is no where represented} If, Sir, you allow Scripture authority fo settle 
as the absolute gift of God, but as a duty and|the point, | have produced more than testimony 
work of man. And in this sense it is a condition | enough to establish it. 
ef salvation, and may, or may not be performed. 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 

3. Obedience is a condition of salvation, | 
mean obedience subsequent to jnstifying faith 
“And being made perfect, he became the author 
of eternal salvation unto all that obey him,” 
Heb. v. 9. “God will render to them, who, by 
patient continuance in well doing, seek for 
glory, and honor, and immortality, eternal life ; 
but unto them that are contentious & do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish,” &c. Rom. 
it. 6—10. The same apostle tells us, God will 
present the saints “holy,” &c. “in his sight, if 
they continue ia the faith grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel,” Col. i. 22,23. Again says he, “Work 


theory, to attend closely to these passages and 
in the sense | have given of conditions. 
us before we can be eternally saved; and they 
we must Se holy in heart and life. If this is not 
proved we cap prove nothing. 
bout it. 

heaven in offering us salvation upon conditions ? 


It was no doubt wise, and merciful, and boly,— 
As the holy God, he cannot but require holiness 


show us also what that something is, namely, | taining the character of a minister of sin? 
we must repent, believe, and obey the gospe!— if the wisdom and mercy of God appointed that 
'we should obtain salvation upon condition of re- 
We may “wrap | pentance, faitb, and obedience, as 1 have alrea- 
up the subject of logic,” and say no more a-|dy shown, can you oppose this method of salva- 
it | tion without opposing the wisdom and mercy of 
-And what may we suppose was the design of} God? Jt is evident you'cannot. 


itude who embrace it. 


of his moral creatures; and as the merciful God| become Universalists, (and this with the many, 
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who are living in. 
How faust God look upon thi 
creatures who never repent, never believe 
gospel, but trample under foot the Son of God, 
neglect the salvation of their souls, and auda- 
ciously violate every precept in the law! 
Universalism is but poorly adapted to reform 
mankind, and reformation seems not to be thé 
object of its votaries. Do you think, Sir, you 
can reform the ungodly by telling them that 
they may give themselves up to “licence unre- 
called?” Be not offended, Sir, if you do not 
use this language, you use a language that a- 
mounts to it. Your system speaks this language 
to the sinner—*You cannot, by any thing in 
your power, endanger the salyation of your soul, 


or incur the least punishment after death. You — 


ought to be moral for your own benefit, and the 
benefit of society in this world. And it is true 
God requires you to repent arid believe the gos- 
pel; but this will add nothing to your happiness 
in the future state. It is true also he requires 
you to loye him, to worship him, and to keep 


\his law. But this law is * high above, out of 


your reach,’ and the oft repeated, nay, the ha- 
bitual violation of it is no great evil‘ sin is a 
limited evil’—and in the end it will be all one 
whether you break or keep it. And besides, 
you are not free-agents, you are not the dispos- 
ers of your own will, or actions; you cannot do 
otherwise than you do, and God was never dis- 
pleased, never angry with you, and will never 
hold you rigidly to ansner for what you do in 
this world. There is no difference between sin 
and the punishment of sin, or at any rate, sin is 
its own punishment, so that you have no great 
to fear from that quarter. And as to religion, 
what is it?—'This repenting, and crying, and 
praying, and being born again, and experiencing 
a change, is all a farce, and is fit only for weak, 
credulous souls, and the dark ages of supersti- 
tion. 
none. You cannot loose eternal life, nor de- 
serve eternal punishment, and there/ore’ you 
may dismiss all anxiety about the future. He 
who made you will take care of you.” ; 

{ ask you, Sir, whether this is not the spirit 
of your system, and if it is, whether it is not a 
fatal delusion, since it goes to hide beth the sin 


It would appear impos-|and danger of mankind from their view, and to 
sible for any person, unbiased by the love of | represent the goapel as a cunningly devised 
i fable ? 

not be convinced that salvation is conditional, | 


If the holiness of God moved him to require 


These | holiness of his creatures, aud to appoint condi- 
passages show that something must be done by tions as motives to this, can you oppose these 


conditions without epposing holiness and sus- 
And 


This is not all. You see, or might see, the 
effect which your doctrine has upon the malti- 
Where the thoughtless 


out your own salvation with fear and trembling,” | he cannot but require holiness, since holiness is/|is not the effect of prayer, searching the serip- 


Phil. ii. 12. St. John says, “Blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 


as necessary to their happiness as it is pleasing 
in his sight. He cannot infuse holiness into his 
os ‘ age creatures contrary to their will, or without their 
‘he gatesinto the city.” Rey. xx. 14. These/| will. They must feel their need of it, must de- 
passages are too plain to require comment. sire it, labor for it, practice it. 

4. This argument is strengthened by a multi- ing else is moral holiness. 


tianhodi - : : . “}e *,: P 
disobedient shall not inherit the kingdom of} is the grand condition of their salyation. 
God.—lf judgment begin at us, 
“what shall the end be of them tha 


t obey noi the | come of thousands who are daily. dying in thei 
And 13 ; ’ E i dyin 1eir 
gospel of God,” 1 Peter iy. 17. f 


lis | one And | enemy because | tell you tbe truth. 
(the church) | if it be the condition of saivation, what will be-| admonish 


“The Lord!sins? What the misery and danger of millions! 


|ture-, and serious reflection,) do they not give 


up all thought of serious godliness, and live ac- 
cording to the course of this world? And can 
you see this and say youare innocent? Has not 


: Tbis, and noth-| your doctrine contributed greatly to their stu- 
inde of teationcni ; Now you must say | 
ode of testimonies which go to show that the | that God does not require this, or ailow that it| 


pidity and impiety? And will not their blood 
be required at your hands? ‘Think me not an 
lt I do not 
you, who wift? I believe in judg- 
ment to come, in future everlasting punishment. 
i believe thisis our only probationary state, and 


As to conditions in salvation, there are . 


ee a oe 


<nitiiies 


tha: what is not done here, in the way 
paring for heaven, will never be done. 
these yiews, 1 have no motive for feeling un- 


pleasant towards your person, but every motive | such sentiments. 


for speaking freely. And if your views of these 
ai subjects are wrong, as I verily believe 
they are, the time is not distant when you will 
view this admonition as an act of true friend- 
ship. 
Yours, &¢. 

a 

FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


O. Scorr. 


Ai REASONS FOR NOT BELIEVING 

1 | IN ORTHODOXY. 
"VOrthodoxy teaches that the Creator de- 
- signed, from all eternity, to glorify himself in 
the endless wretchedness of rational beings of 
his own creation. Now it is impossible for the 
candid, impartial mind not to associate the idea 
of cruelty with this doctrine, and even the plea 
which its advocates make in its favor is an ac- 
knowledgement of its cruelty, Its advocate 
_ urges that the Creator is a Sovereign, and has a 
right to do what he will with his own. By urg- 
_ dng this argument he acknowledges that he has 
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of pre-|ious kind, not only.to individuals but to Society. | 
With} Harder than flint and colder than marble must 


be that heart which can cordially adhere to 
H: B. 


From the (Providence) Christ. Telescope. 
DEDICATORY SERMON. 


“‘Worship the Lord in the beauty of Holiness.’’ 
: 1 Chron. xvi. 29. 


(Continued from page 142.) 


When we contemplate man as a moral being, 


we view the designs of his Maker in a still more 
interesting light. For, as beings possessing moral 
intelligence, we find ourselves #apable, not only 
of comprehending the evidences of wisdom and 


power in the handy works of the Creator, but of 


recognizing the justice and benevolence of God 
as a moral Ruler and Governor; and as such, 
holding a rightful authority te impose such obli- 
gations on man as his wisdom and goodness may 
direct, and such as the moral condition of his 
creatures may require. 

In these obligations we are furnished with 
the evidence that God isa merciful being ; since 
they contain nothing which is incompatible with 
purity of intention, and holiness of life: Or 


\ 
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“The Lord, indeed, is good to all, and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works: For “he 
openeth his hand and satisfieth the desire of 
every living thing.” Yea, every temporal bles- 
sing which has been enjoyed by man from the 
morning of creation to the present hour, is ex- 
pressive of the love of God, and is and was 
always bestowed with the compassionate design 
of relieving the creatures of his hand from the 
pains of hunger and the miseries of unsatisfied 
desire. Nor can it be pleaded with the least 
shadow of consistency that any services have 
been rendered by the creature that can place 
the primeval bestowment of these blessings in 
the light of a reward. 

Howeyer-.amiable the divine benevolence — 
May-appearin the works of creation and provi- 
dence, still these mediums fall infinitely short of 
furnishing us with a full display of the beauty 
and excellency of Jehovah’s goodness: We 
may therefore turn from the pleasing contem- 
plations of nature and providence, to indulge a 
few reflections upon the revelations of divine 


| compassion in the plan of grace, for the redemp- 


tion of man. 
That our views may be clear and distinct of 
the immensity of the Father's love, and that we 


mo reason to deny the cruelty with which his| which, if reduced to practice, would derogate’ may derive the greater moral benefit from our 
His argument is, that his|in the least from the moral dignity ef intelligent , reflections upon this deeply 


{ 


| 


doctrine is charged. 
god has an unquestionable righi to be infinitely 
cruel because it is his pleasure to be so! 

2. After establishing the foregoing doctrine 
of infinite cruelty, orthodoxy endeavors to make 
a shift so as to lay a blame to the creature for 


beings, or diminish the aggregate of rational en- 
joyment among mankind. but, 

On the other hand, they carry incontestible 
evidence to the mind of the benevolent inten- 
tions of Deity towards man, by urging in a man- 


“which he deserves, in justice, this endless state|ner the most solemn and forcible, such duties, 
_ of misery, which the Creator foreordained unto} and scch only, a8 would digaify the human char- 
his own glory. Now it is impossible for the|acter, elevate the moral feelings and contribute 
ratioval, candid mind not to associate with such} most directly te the improvement and happiness 


“pretensions the idea of deceit. 


other cause, what necessity is there for rredi- 
cating its justice on any blame of the creature ? 
‘The plain fact is, this attempt ‘o justify the 
doctrine of endless misery on the pretended fact 
that the creature deserves it for his own wrongs, 
4s another acknowledgement that the original 
design of the Creator was crue}, aud that it now 


seeks to hide itself behind the cloudy pillar of| 


the creatare’s offences! 

3. Orthodoxy teaches that the Creator, from 
all eternity predestinated an elected number of 
the human family to a state of endless biessed- 
ness and glory, and yet it seeks,with unwearied 
zeal, te work what it calls reformation, by excit- 
ing in the mind the most horrible apprehensions 
of everlasting torment. Here comes up the re- 
volting absurdity, of converting sinners by the 
belief and dread of that which is utterly false. 
At certainly is not true that any one of the elect 
-was ever in danger of being forever miserable, 
and yet orthodoxy will not allow that the elect 
can be genuinely converted unless by being, for 
some time, tormented with the fear of endless 
misery ! 

4. lL cannot believe in orthodoxy because its 
brightest and most inviting prospects, according 
to its own acknowledgements, are repugnant to 
the native benevolence of the human heart, and 
freezing to the warmest and sweetest affections 
of kindred souls. It informs us that the blessed 
state hereafter, to which it aspires, will annihi- 
late all those benevolent desires which we now 
feel for the happiness of all mankind, and will so 
entirely neutralize our kindred affections, (bat 
parents will rejoice to-see their oflspring writke 
in torment? 

If such doctrine has any tendency at all, in 


the present life, it must be of the mozt pernic-, 


If the Creator4 of our race. 
Aosigned, from all eternity,.the endless misery,| exircise which would débase the character, di- 
of his creature, either for his own glory or ap¥ | minish the happiness, or de¢prave ‘the morals o 


Did these injunctions require any 


intelligent beings, we might ‘with propriety 
question their justice, equity and benevolence, 
But the reverse is the character which they’sus- 
tain throughout the whole volume of divine in- 
spiration. They evince the purity of the divine 


superior moral powers in the creature, call forth 
the latent energies of the human mind, and give 
such a direction to the powers*of the under- 
|standing as would be calculated to result in the 
moral advancement and felicity of the crea- 
ture. $ 

Viewing the merciful intentions of the divine 
mandates in this interesting light, the Psalmist 
i has well exclaimed—“The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul ;—The command- 
jment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
| eyes.” 
cag by means ofthis law that he introduces 
us to an acquaintance with the several duties 
j which we owe to him, as our Maker and Bene- 
ifactor; to ourselves, as his children and depen- 
dants, and to the.extended circle of social be- 
lings among whom we are placed upgn the level 
of time. 

When we contemplate the universal provi- 


S 


intentions towards man, imply the existence of 


interesting subject ; 
we should cherish the recollection, that sin en- 
tered into the world by the conscious vdlition and 
voluntary act of man: That it drew along in 
its dark suspicious train, a retinue of woes and 
miseries, which rend the heart with indescriba- 
ble anguish, and embitter every season of cool 
and deliberate reflection! That it filled the 
earth with violence, planted misery’s sharpest 
thorn in every department of this lower crea- 
tion, armed the icy king of terrors with his 
dreaded sting. and removed the divine smiles of 
complacency beyond the eager glance of intel- 
lectual vision. 

The stern mandates of a violated law indicat-- 
ed decending vengeance upon a guilty world! 
“Indignation and. wrath, tribulation and  an- 
guish,” engines of the divine displeasure, stood 
forth in dread array, to execute the righteous 
denunciation of the King of kings, against a re- 
bellious race! Darkness threw her sable cur- 
tain around the earth, and trembling terror, dis- 
may and the torturing pains of despair seized 
the guilty mind, kindled up the fires of condem- 
nation in the soul, and shut out the light and 
enjoyment of heaven from the world ! 

Oh sin! what hast thou done! Thou hast 
plucked the sparkling crown of innocence from 
our heads, disrobed us of the sacred mantle of 
spiritual light and peace, and plunged us into 
the deep and doleful gulph of perdition and 
wretchedness! Dark forebodings rend the heart 
with woe and the nether regions of moral de- 
pravity echo to the groans of sin’s innumerable 
captives ! 

But hark !—amidst the dark, and gloomy re- 
cess, some milder note comes floating on the 
distant breeze! It breaks in upon the groans 
of these miserable regions, and invites the lis- 


idence of God, whence an infinite multitude of! tening attention of a rebellious province—’Tis 


beings derive an ample support, and realize a 
daily supply for the wants to ‘which they are 


in streams of love and compassion to all. 


cottage where poverty has fixed her abode. 


subjected, we are still more forcibly impressed 
with a sense of the divine goodness, which flows 


On this proyidential fulness the wealthy and 
the great are dependant for the amplitude of 
earthly blessings which they enjoy ; and from 
the same divine and abundant store-house, is 
drawn the more humble and frugal repast of the 


‘anlike the thunders of Sinai’s fiery, ‘height! 


{our woes and fears ! 


Is 
it an angel of pity? Andshall mercy’s voice be 
heard again? Behold, yon glorious portal open ! 
Seraphic armies crowd the friendly gate with 
shouts of joyful wonder! Celestial radiance 
kindles upon the mighty host! ‘Tis mercy’s 
smiling train bending their joyful course to mise- 
ry’s dark abode, with sweet immortal strains of 
wonderous joy, which melt the heart, dissolve 
sin’s heaviest galling chains and dissipate alike 
The theme of their high 


the loftiest strai 
porte sds ead dead the burden of their|der mercies are over all the works of his 


song is “peace on earth, and good will to man.” hands.” 
Angelic miriads throng the nether sky, and point, 
as they proclaim “good tidings of great joy, 

to the immaculate Lamb of God, “the brightness 
of the Father’s glory,” who shall repair the ruins 
of sin, and triumph over all the powers of dark-| 4 beam of tranquility smil’d in the west, 
ness. Love bas armed him with the panoply of| Phe storms of the morning pursued us no more; 
divine power, and with wisdom and grace to re-| and the wave, while it weicom’d the mament of 


(To be concluded in our next.) 


FROM MOORE’S MELODIES. 


more the ponderous load of human guilt and re- rest, 
concile the world to God. Wisdom and benev- Still heav’d as remembering ills that were 
olence have devised the wonderous plan of man’s o’er t ' , 


deliverance from the thraldom of sin, and pro- 
vided all the means which are requisite for the 
completion of its stupendous design. For, 


Serenely my heart took the hue of the hour, 
Its passions were sleeping, were mute as the 


; » dead, s 
pemey wun sitying eye beheld ons fase, And the spirit becalm’d but remember’d their 
When sunk in ruin, darkness and disgrace : ower, 
Her streaming banner, light and truth unfurl’d, As the billow the force of the gale that was 
And gave a Saviour to a dying world. fled ! 


The benevolence of God shines in his readi- 
ness to pardon the vilest sinner of our race. Its 
nature is infinitely above the sphere and the} w 
impulse of any human attachment; nor is its 
display the effect of any possible weakness ; but 
the necessary result of sovereign goodness, guid-| I felt how the pure, intellectual fire 
ed by unerring wisdom. Nothing out of himself} In luxury loses its heavenly ray; 
could possibly induce it; since he is unchange- How soon, in the lavishing cup of desire, 
able and iofinitely perfect. Man’s numerous The pearl of the soul may be melted away ! 
miseries and woes were not the cause, but mere-| 4nq | prayed of that Spirit who lighted the 
ly the occasion of its display. His merits fall flame, 
infinitely short of the power of procuring its in-| ‘That pleasure no more might its purity dim ; 
terference in behalf of the world: Nor were the/ Ang that sullied but little, or brightly the same, 
labors and sufferings of the great Redeemer, the 
cause, but the effect of the benevolence of God 
to man. It is the inexhaustible fountain of the 
divine nature, and displays itself in the innumer- 
able benefactions, both temporal and spiritual, 
with which the beings of our race are surround- 
ed. It is infinite in degree and unbounded in its 
continuance ; so that it can never be exhausted, 
nor cease in its operations to promote the hap- 
piness of beings who are capable of intellectual 
enjoyment: And being unchangeable, it must 
of necessity be invariable in all its designs. 


On the goodness of God, therefore, our hopes 
of future bliss are builded; and but for this be- 
nevolence, the joyful anticipations of eternity 
would be exchanged for the melancholy spectres 
of pale and helpless despair ! 

Were Omnipotence to be disrobed of this in- 
infinitely adorable perfection, the celestial para- 
dise would instantly become the theatre of trem- 
bling and dismay ! Angels would forbear to raise 
the highest notes in honor of the King Eternal, 
and cease to look down with complacency upon 
a world redeemed! Creation would lose all its 
charms, and God himself cease to be the su- 
preme object of gratitude, love and praise-! But 
the infinite goodness of Jehovah renders him 
pre-eminently worthy of supreme adoration and 
gratitude, and kindly impels the detightful obed= 
ence of the heart: For the sacred annunciation 
of divine truth—“We love him because he first 
loved us,” will continue to shine forth in all its 
loveliness and beauty, through the future ages 
of time, like “apples of gold in pictures of 
silver.” 

i have now presented you, my hearers, with 
a faint and imperfect description of the charac- 
ter and atiributes of that unspeakably glorions 
Being, whom we are all commanded to worship, 
as the fountain of perfection and holiness. 4 
Being infinitely wise to foresee, ordain and di- 
rect; infinitely powerful fo govern the universe| Why did not Death, (kind heaven forgive me,) 
and execute the counsels of unerring wisdom,} — At me, one kindly arrow, borl, 
according to the rules of impartial justice; and\ To her dear parents’ shades consigning 
infinitely and unchangeably good in the distribu-| Their little, wand’ring Orphan Girl? 


I thought of the days when to pleasure alone 
My heart ever granted a wish or a sigh; 

hen the saddest emotion my bosom had known 
Was pity for those who were wiser than I! 


from him! 


The thought was ecstatic! ! feltas if Heaven 
Had already the wreath of etemity shown ; 

As if, passion @ll chasten’d and error forgiven, 
My heart had begun to be purely its own! 


I look’d to the west, and the beaotiful sky 


more : 
“Oh! thus,” I exclaim’d, can a heavenly eye, 


fore !” 
—— 00 ea 
From the [Wilmington, N. C.] Liberalist. 


THE LITTLE ORPHAN GIRL. 


Roaming in this wide world forsaken, 
Stranger and alone, | stray, 

Without a friendly hand to guide me, 
On my lone and devious way. 


My father, on the boist’rous ocean, 
To his coyntry’s cause allied, 

Amid the battle’s wild commotion, 
Bravely fought and bravely died. 


He slumbers on the bed of glory, 
Shrouded with the briny wave, 

The Sea Nymphs chant his plaiative story, 
And Neptune guards his wat’ry grave. 

Beneath yon grassy turf,O! Stranger, 
Secure from,serrow’s pois’nous dart, 

There rests in death, my sainted mother, 
The victim @f a broken heart. 


But I, alas! their little Fanny, 
An orphan, helpless and forlorn, 
Am left to telkmy tale of sorrow, 
And my wretched fate, to mourn. 


“2 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


n to heav- tion of the blessings of his love; for “his ten- For, in this wide world forsak 


I might give back the gem | had borrowed | 


To me, no ray of hope appears, ys 
To cheer my heart, to chase my — ? ‘ 
No dry the fountain of my tears! Aa 


ORTHODOX STORIES versus TRUTH. 
“One Lie always makes way for another.”’ 


The “National Philanthropist” recently pub- 
lished an account of a drunken man hanging 
himself with the Bell Rope of the Universalist 
Church, Cambridgeport, (Mass.) ‘The story of 
the bell rope, we knew to be a forgery, becanse 
we well knew, that Ohurch had no such appen- 
dage, unless the proprietors had purchased one 
to lap up against they should happen to obtain a 
bell. But next, some of the weaker friends of 
truth [?] in this town, saw fit to add that the 
drunken man was a Universalist. ‘Vhus, one lie 
gave birth to another. It however turns out, 
by an account from a Boston paper, that the 
whole narrative is a sheer fabrication, no such 
event having occured in any Charch or any 
place in Cambridgeport, nor vicinity. Thus as 
is usual, where Orthodoxy even deigns to men- 
tion the term Universalist, she has contaminated 
it with falsehood. The story, however, may 
have its moral: perhaps this fancied vagrant, 
seen stalking about the Universalist Meeting 

| House, was the Orthodox Devil! Poor thing! 
we have long expected he would come to his 
end by.a violent death; and we know no place’ 
more likely to afford him a halter to execute his 
purpose with, than a Universalist. Church. If 
he have committed suicide, we hope his friends, 
according te the good old laws of New-England, 
will bury him where four roads meet, drive a 
stake through his body, and in addition to this, 
take proper measures to quiet his manes, that 
bis ghost may not disturb them. For we do not 
think they have treated him very well of late. 


Which morning had clouded, was clouded no| For, although they believe that God has com- 


promised with him, and yielded up to him irre- 
vocably, a certain part of the human race, they 


Shed light on the soul that was darken’d be-/ have recently manifested a strong desire to cyr- 


tail the number, and of course his power, by tak- 
ing from his Devilship, all they can get. 
[ Wilmington, N. C.] Liberalist. 


DEDICATION. 


The new Universalist Meeting House, at Win- 
chester, N. H. was solemnly dedicated to the — 
worship of Almighty God, on Wednesday, the 
17th of January. Rev. Robert Bartlett was the 
only officiating clergyman present. ‘ext, 1 
Cor. xiii. 4, 5,6. This house is designed, in 
the lower part, for the district school, there be- 
ing two large rooms on the lower floor; the 
upper part for meetings. ‘This is all neatly di- 
vided into slips, with a handsome desk on one 
side, at the. centre. The late Danie] Hawkins, 
Esq. left a sum of money, which he ordered to 

|be appropriated in the erecting of this conven- 

ient building. Thus we behold the man who 
par never weary in doing good while he lived, 
extending his inflaence for the benefit of man- 
kind after his death. May the righteous be 
had in everlasting remembrance.—Ch. Repos. 


OT oe 


- Thursday the 5th day of April next, will be 
observed as a day of Fasting and Prayer 
throughout this Commonwealih. : 


